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S  E  R  M  0  N. 


“The  powers  that  be,  are  ordained  of  God,”—KoM,  xiii :  1, 

Christian  Brethren  :  — 

Permit  me  to  introduce  the  subject  of  discourse, 

on  thi^  interesting  occasion,  by  reading  the  Procla-. 

mation  of  the  Governor,  in  accordance  with  which 

we  are  here  assembled  to-day. 

aA  public  acknowledgement  of  the  goodness  of 

Almighty  God,  and  of  our  constant  dependence  upon 

His  providence,  is  eminently  becoming  a  free  and 

enlightened  people.  As  the  ^Giver  of  every  good 

and  perfect  gift,  He  has  crowned  the  past  year  with 

* 

His  goodness,  and  caused  our  paths  to  drop  with 
fatness.’  Our  free  Institutions,  our  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges,  civil  and  religious,  have  been  continued  and 
preserved ;  Science  alid  art  with  the  great  interests 
of  Education,  Morality  and  Religion,  have  been  en¬ 
couraged  and  advanced ;  Industry,  in  all  its  depart¬ 
ments,  has  been  honored  and  rewarded,  and  the  gen¬ 
eral  condition  of  the  people  improved.  Our  Com- 
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monwealth  has  been  greatly  blessed.  The  ravages 
of  disease  and  death,  of  famine  and  pestilence,  have 
not  been  permitted  to  come  near  us ;  nor  have  the 
horrors  of  war  disturbed  the  peaceful  quiet  of  our 
homes.  The  earth  has  yielded  her  increase,  and 
richly  rewarded  the  labor  of  the  husbandman.  Abun¬ 
dant  prosperity,  with  smiling  plenty,  and  the  blessings 
of  health  have  been  ours. 

Acknowledging  with  gratitude  these  blessings  of  a 
kind  Providence,  let  us  c  enter  into  His  gates  with 
thanksgiving,  and  into  His  courts  with  praise,  be 
thankful  unto  Him,  and  bless  His  name.’  Deeply 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  this  duty,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  many  good  citizens, 
I,  James  Pollock ,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvanian,  do  hereby  recommend  Thursday 
the  20 tli  day  of  November  next ,  as  a  day  of  general 
Thanksgiving  and  Praise ,  throughout  this  State  ;  and 
earnestly  implore  the  people,  that  abstaining  from 
all  worldly  business  and  pursuits,  on  that  day  they 

unite  in  offering  thanks  to  Almighty  God,  for  His 

* 

past  goodness  and  mercy,  and  humbly  beseech  Him 
for  a  continuance  of  His  blessings.” 

Such  is  the  call,  issued  by  the  Chief  Magistrate, 
chosen  by  the  voluntary  suffrages  of  the  people,  to 
execute  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania.  In  obedience  to 
this  call,  we  are  here  to-day,  to  worship  and  praise, 
and  supplicate  the  Almighty  Governor  of  all  things. 
We  have  assembled,  not  as  a  party  or  a  sect,  but  at 
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the  earnest  imploration  of  our  Gubernatorial  head, 
we  are  here  as  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth. 
On  this  day  parties  have  laid  aside  their  differences, 
sects  their  Shiboleths,  divisions  their  distinctive  fea¬ 
tures,  and  we  all  appear  before  God  as  citizens  of  the 
State.  Thus  the  State  enjoys  its  annual  Sabbath,  * 
the  State  raises  its  hands  in  prayer,  its  voice  in 
praise,  and  sends  forth  its  best  aspirations  in  un¬ 
feigned  gratitude. 

This  act  of  the  State  must  commend  itself  to  the 
mind  and  receive  the  approval  of  every  virtuous  lov¬ 
er  of  his  country.  Individuals  praise  God,  because, 
they  believe  He  is  the  author  of  their  existence,  the 
sustainer  of  their  lives,  the  Redeemer  of  their  souls, 
and  who  will  say,  they  are  not  right  in  so  doing ;  nay, 
who  will  not  brand  him,  who  neglects  the  dutv,  as  a 
graceless  ingrate.  Households  kneel  around  the 
family  altar,  and  sacred  incense  rises  from  the 
hearth-stone,  and  ascends  from  grateful  hearts,  as  a 
sweet-smelling  savor  unto  God.  Then,  why  not 
States,  composed  of  numerous  citizens,  bow  around 
their  national  altar,  and  send  forth  the  aspirations  of 
the  national  heart  in  pure,  unfeigned,  united  worship? 
For,  as  the  individual  and  the  family  have  received 
their  existence  from  God,  so  has  the  State.  As  He 
has  sustained  them,  so  has  He  the  State.  As  they 
must  look  to  God  for  protection,  so  must  the  State. 
For  the  powers  that  be,  are  ordained  of  God.  If 
He  ordained  them,  He  alone  can  support  and  con- 
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tinue  them.  And  he  will  continue  them,  so  long  as 
they  subserve  his  righteous  purposes,  and  not  a  mo¬ 
ment  longer.  If  then,  the  State  is  thus  dependent 
on  God  for  its  existence  and  preservation,  how  suit¬ 
able,  how  necessary,  how  noble  to  acknowledge  it ! 
If  religion  is  a  good  thing  in  the  individual,  if  it  is 
praise-worthy  in  the  family,  is  it  less  so  in  the  State  ? 

It  has  been  said  by  high  and  respectable  authority, 
that  “  The  manifest  object  of  the  men  who  framed 
the  Institutions  of  this  Country,  was  to  have  a  Stole 
without  Religion ,”  to  have  the  State  look,  “with 
equal  eye  on  all  modes  of  religious  faith,”  and  there¬ 
fore,  the  Christian,  the  Jewish,  the  Mohammedan 
and  Pagan  modes  of  religious  faith  were  to  be  alike 
respected  and  favored  by  our  National  Institutions. 
We  conceive  this  to  be  an  egregious  error.  It  is  a 
position  unworthy  of  our  country,  and  entirely  un¬ 
supported  by  the  facts  recorded  in  her  history.  Our 
country  is  neither  without  religion  at  all,  nor  has  she 
failed  at  any  time,  to  express  her  preference  for  a 
“mode  of  religious  faith.”  True,  she  protects  the 
Jew  and  the  Infidel  in  their  civil  rights,  in  the  liber¬ 
ty  of  thought,  and  the  freedom  of  speech ;  but  she 
has  never,  by  any  act  declared  her  confidence  in 
those  inodes  of  religious  belief.  Nor  does  the  fact, 
that  our  government  protects  men  in  the  enjoyment 
of  all  sorts  of  religious  opinions,  in  any  way,  at  all, 
prove  that  she  herself  is  without  religion,  nor  that 
she  has  not  declared  and  dare  not  declare,  what  that 
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religion  is,  any  more,  than  the  fact,  that  Cecilms 
Calvert,  William  Penn  and  Roger  Williams,  opened 
their  Provinces  to  men  of  every  religious  faith, 
proves,  that  they  had  no  religion,  or  that  they  were 
not  Christians.  When  we  wish  to  form  an  opinion 
regarding  the  religion  of  an  individual,  we  look  at 
Ins  past  history,  his  present  professions  and  practi¬ 
ces.  By  what  other  rule  can  we  judge  of  the  reli¬ 
gion  of  nations  ?  And  judging  by  this  rule,  what  is 
the  religious  stand-point  of  our  country  ?  Does  she, 
in  accordance  with  Divine  revelation,  acknowledge, 
that  her  powers  are  ordained  of  God  ;  or  does  she 
declare  herself  independent  of  all  Providential  care, 
and  does  she  repudiate  all  claims  that  heaven  may 
assert  to  her  homage  ?  Is  she  “a  State  without  reli¬ 
gion  ?  ” 

Plato  says,  “To  act  justly  and  wisely,  both  you 
and  the  State,  you  must  act  according  to  the  will  of 
God.’-  And  Cicero  declares,  “That  citizens  should 
be  taught  as  a  fundamental  principle,  that  the  mas¬ 
ters  and  moderators  of  all  things,  are  the  gods.'’  Plu¬ 
tarch  says,  “The  first  and  greatest  care  of  the  legisla¬ 
tors  of  Rome,  Lacedaemon,  and  Greece  in  general, 
was  to  inspire  the  people  with  a  sense  of  the  favor 
and  displeasure  of  heaven;”  and  then  declares, 
“We  have  met  with  towns  unfortified,  illiterate,  and 
without  the  conveniences  of  habitations,  but  a  peo¬ 
ple  without  religion  no  traveler  hath  yet  seen  ;  a  ci¬ 
ty  might  as  well  be  erected  in  the  air,  as  a  State  be 
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made  to  unite  where  no  Divine  worship  is  attended.” 
Religion  he  terms,  “The  cement  of  civil  union,  and 
the  essential  support'of  legislation.”  These  ancient 
worthies  seem  not  to  have  favored  that  entire  sepa¬ 
ration  of  the  State  and  Religion,  which  is  sometimes 
advocated  at  the  present  day.  They  seem  to  have 
been  willing  to  acknowledge,  that  the  powers  that  be, 
are  ordained  of  God.  And  yet,  we  do  not  read  that 
they  ever  advocated  heresy-hunting,  or  favored  per¬ 
secution.  We  may  however,  be  told,  that  these  men 
were  heathen,  and  that  they  lived  in  a  darker  age  of 
the  world  than  ours.  So  much  the  greater  shame 
for  us,  if  we,  “whose  souls  are  lighted  with  wisdom 
from  on  high,”  should  let  those  men,  who  were 
grasping  after  truth,  in  the  dim  twilight  of  natural 
reason,  surpass  us  in  piety,  and  purity  of  principle 
and  action.  Perhaps  Plutarch  should  have  lived  at 
a  little  later  period,  in  order  that,  having  sat  at  the 
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feet  of  some  modern  Gamaliel,  he  might  have  been 
instructed  in  the  true  policy  of  successful  legislation. 
Then  at  least  he  might  have  pointed  to  one  State 
without  religion,  to  one  nation  that  denied,  that  the 
powers  that  be,  are  ordained  of  God.  France,  in 
her  self-sufficient  spirit  of  Atheism,  like  the  Giant 
of  old,  defied  the  power  of  the  living  God.  She 
equalized  her  citizens  with  the  brutes  that  perish,  wri¬ 
ting  on  her  gateways  and  her  towers,  the  gross  un¬ 
seemly  paradox,  that  “Death  is  an  eternal  sleep.” 
But  how  soon  was  she  overtaken  with  the  doom  of 
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all  the  nations  that  forget  God  !  He,  who  orders  all 
things  according  to  his  wisdom  and  power,  who  can 
say,  thus,  and  thus  shall  it  be,  looked  down  from 
heaven,  and  saw  they  had  corrupted  their  way ;  and 
the  whole  country  “was  one  continued  scene  of  com¬ 
motion  and  bloodshed.”  And  then,  “ Full  Ilium ” 
was  sung  over  the  fall  of  infidel  France.  And  she 
is  now  only  known  in  history,  as  an  isolated  experi¬ 
ment,  attempted  within  the  period  of  the  memory  of 
men,  of  a  State  without  religion,  except  it  be,  as  as¬ 
serted,  our  own  glorious  and  beloved  Country.  That 
the  manifest  object  of  the  men  who  framed  our  civil 
institutions,  was  to  separate  them  entirely  from  reli¬ 
gion,  is  a  sentiment  we  cannot  entertain.  History 
will  not  justify  it,  but  proves  the  contrary. 

Who  were  the  men  that  first  set  foot  upon  these, 
then  western  wilds  ?  What  cause  drove  them  hith¬ 
er,  and  what  was  their  design  in  coming  ?  They  were 
men  of  sterling  piety.  They  were  men,  whose  meat 
and  drink  it  was  to  do  their  Master’s  will.  They 
were  men  who  feared  not  them  that  kill  the  body, 
but  rather  Him,  who  is  able  to  destroy  both  soul  and 
body.  They  came  to  escape  the  block  and  the  stake. 
Not  however,  through  a  cowardly  fear  of  losing  their 
lives,  for  well  they  knew,  that  if  they  lost,  they  would 
find  them,  but  that  they  might  seek  an  asylum,  for 
those  who  looked  to  them  for  support,  and  leave  a 
rich  legacy  to  posterity,  in  wisely  founded  institu¬ 
tions.  Armed  with  these  principles,  and  animated' 
2 
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and  buoyed  up  by  this  hope,  they  left  their  native 
land,  and  all  of  earth  that  was  near  and  dear.  As 
they  rode  upon  the  billows  of  the  boisterous  sea, 
they  were  directed  by  the  fiery  pillar,  and  the  cloud, 
while  ever  and  anon  they  were  cheered  by  the  smiles 
of  the  Spirit  of  Liberty,  as  she  spread  her  sheltering 
wings  for  their  protection.  And  thus  the  howling 
wilderness  received  them. 

What  kind  of  institutions  would  we  expect  such 
men  to  establish,  —  men  whose  first  idea  was  their 
religion  —  men  who  had  given  all,  that  they  might 
worship  God  in  his  own  appointed  way?  Would  we 
expect  them  to  come  here  and  establish  a  State  with¬ 
out  religion  ?  Would  they  be  likely  to  drive  from 
their  Statute-book  every  maxim,  which  favored  their 
religion  more  than  those  that  were  false  in  the  sight 
of  God,  and  degrading  to  humanity  ?  No  !  No  !  Rea¬ 
son,  speaking  through  the  experience  of  men,  and 
our  own  consciousness  answers,  No  !  As  the  tender 
mother's  first  care,  in  the  hour  of  danger,  is  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  her  infant  babe,  so  would  these  brave 
men  of  cultivated  hearts,  strike  their  first  blow  for 
the  perpetuation  of  the  blessings  of  their  religion. 

Hence,  we  find  that  among  the  first  habitations  erect- 
•  * 
ed,  was  a  house  for  God  —  the  place  where  his  hon¬ 
or  dwelleth  —  where  He  delighteth  to  make  himself 
known  to  the  children  of  men.  And  thus  the  aston¬ 
ished  wilderness  was  made  to  echo  with  a  sound  ut¬ 
terly  strange  to  its  hoary  solitudes,  enveloped  as  they 
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had  been  in  heathenism,  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world.  It  was  the  glad  sound  of  the  Church-going 
bell,  and  the  still  gladder  sound  of  the  commissioned 
Herald  of  Salvation. 

They  went  further  than  this.  They  made  their 
religion  a  part  of  their  common  law.  It  was  a  care 
to  them,  to  establish  no  civil  power,  but  such  as  might 
be  ordained  of  God.  There  were  thirteen  Colonial 
governments  before  the  American  Revolution.  There 
were  three  forms  of  these  Colonial  governments,  viz. 
Provincial,  Proprietary  and  Charter  governments.  In 
some  respects  these  various  forms  differed  from  each 
other.  But  some  particulars  were  common  to  them 
all.  In  enumerating  these  latter,  an  able  writer  gives 
the  following  as  one  of  them :  “They  enjoyed  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  British  born  subjects,  and  the 
benefit  of  the  common  law  of  England,  and  all  their 
laws  were  required  to  be  not  repugnant  to,  but  as 
near  as  might  be ,  agreeable  to  the  laws  and  statutes 
of  England.”  Now,  we  suppose,  that  no  one  is,  or 
ever  will  be,  stunid  enough  to  declare,  that  England 
is  a  State  without  religion.  Every  one  knows,  who 
knows  anything  at  all  about  England,  that  religion  is 
incorporated  with  the  State,  that  her  religion  is  a 
part  of  her  common  law.  Hence,  it  follows,  that  no 
State  could  adopt  her  laws,  or  those  in  conformity  to 
her’s,  “as  near  as  might  be ,”  without,  at  the  same 
time  adopting  her  religion.  But  the  colonies  all  did, 
from  their  necessary  relation  to  England,  do  this, 
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and  hence,  receiving  the  law,  they  mast  have  receiv¬ 
ed  the  religion  also.  And  looking  at  the  history  of 
the  colonies,  we  see,  that  this  was  the  actual  result. 
Not  only  the  religion  was  received,  but  in  some  ca¬ 
ses  the  very  form  of  Church-government.  This  was 
the  case  both  in  the  North  and  the  South.  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  it  is  true,  never  had  any  union  of  Church  and 
State,  but  at  the  same  time,  she  has  always,  from  the 
beginning,  held,  that  she  is  not  fulfilling  the  true  mis¬ 
sion  of  government  without  religion.  This  shall 
presently  appear  to  the  mind  of  every  one.  If  the 
immortal  shade  of  the  magnanimous  Founder  of  this 
great  Commonwealth,  were  permitted  to  leave  for  a 
time,  the  blissful  seats  of  the  Land  of  Spirits,  and 
revisit  the  locality  of  his  earthly  sacrifices,  where  he 
so  successfully  labored  for  the  cause  of  God  and  hu¬ 
manity,  he  would  resent  no  accusation,  with  more 
withering  scorn  and  contempt,  than  that  of  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  establish  a  State  without  religion.  We  infer 
this  from  his  own  statement,  that,  “One  of  the  chief 
ends  of  government  is,  the  preservation  of  Chris¬ 
tianity.”  That  is  the  language  of  William  Penn. 
This  declaration  is  made  in  the  Charter  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  an  instrument  prepared  by  the  great  Founder 
himself.  And  yet  he  is  quoted  as  one  of  those,  whose 
aim  it  was,  to  have  a  State  without  religion  —  to 
form  a  State  that  would  “look  with  an  equal  eye  on 
all  modes  of  religious  faith,”  whether  they  be  Jew¬ 
ish,  Christian,  Mohammedan,  or  Pagan,  Were  this 
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great  man’s  sentiments  not  so  plainly  written  in  Ins 
actions,  set  forth  in  the  government  he  established, 
and  so  unequivocally  expressed  in  his  own  words,  he 
might  need  a  defender  against  the  calumny  of  his 
friends.  So  much  then  for  our  country,  under  the 
original  Colonial  government.  Being  assimilated  as 
near  as  possible  to  England,  she  also  adopted  her  re¬ 
ligion.  And  when  has  she  changed  her  religion?  Who 

can  point  to  the  hour,  or  the  day,  or  the  year  ?  Of 
& 

course,  in  breaking  loose  from  the  Mother  Country, 
there  would,  of  necessity,  be  some  changes  in  the 
government.  But  when  these  changes  were  made, 
it  was  always  announced.  But  who  can  tell,  when 
America  changed  her  religion  ?  In  the  year  1774 
the  first  Continental  Congress  met,  and  organized, 
what  is  termed  the  “Revolutionary  Government.*’ 
And  for  what  we  mav  ask,  was  this  change  made  ? 

•  %j  *  o 

w  ere  the  people  dissatisfied  with  their  religion  ?  Not 
a  word  is  said  about  this.  But  they  broke  them¬ 
selves  loose  from  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  for  the 
purpose  of  shielding  themselves  from  unjust  and  un¬ 
lawful  ta^iation.  That  is  the  way  it  is  generally  un¬ 
derstood.  In  the  year  1781  was  ratified,  and  went 
into  effect,  that  form  of  government,  which  is  termed, 
the  “Confederation  of  the  States.”  This  Confedera¬ 
tion  was  entered  into,  “for  the  common  defense,  and 
general  welfare.”  But  not  a  word  is  said  about 
changing  the  religion  of  the  countrv,  or  about  form- 
ing  a  government  without  religion.  But  the  Con- 
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federation  of  the  States  did  not  answer  the  purpose 
had  in  view  at  its  establishment.  Hence  was  origi- 
nated  our  present  form  of  Government,  under  the 
Constitution.  What  for  ?  To  change  the  religious 
basis  of  our  country  ?  No,  but  as  the  preamble  de¬ 
clares,  “to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  jus¬ 
tice,  insure  domestic  tranquility,  etc.”  Not  a  word 
about  changing  the  religious  stand-point  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  Hence  we  must  necessarily  infer,  that  she  oc¬ 
cupies  the  same  position,  not  only  being  a  State  with 
religion,  but  proclaiming  to  the  world ,  that  that  religion 
is  Christianity.  We  may  safely  assert  without  the 
fear  of  being  left  without  authority  to  fall  back  upon, 
that  this  is  a  Christian  country  —  that  u  Christianity 
is  a  part  of  our  common  Iciwf  and  is  the  basis  of  all 
our  civil  institutions. 

Who  were  the  men  that  fought  and  bled  for  our 
liberty,  and  established  our  Government  ?  What  kind 
of  institutions  would  they  be  likely  to  countenance  ? 
The  winter  of  1777,  marks  one  of  the  hardest  strug¬ 
gles  for  American  Independence,  and  Valley  Forge 
is  but  another  name  for  the  most  intense  suffering, 
in  the  cause  of  freedom.  That  was  a  trying  time 
for  the  poor  unclad  bare-footed  colonists.  Every 
hand  was  weary  and  every  heart  was  sick  with  dis¬ 
couragement.  In  the  darkest  hour  of  this  dreary 
winter,  a  pious  Quaker  happened  to  be  walking 
through  a  grove  near  the  head-quarters  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  army.  While  walking  there,  he  saw  a  sight  that 
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thrilled  his  very  soul.  He  went  home  in  a  deeply 
excited  state  of  mind,  and  thus  broke  forth  to  his 
companion,  in  the  language  of  the  watchman,  “Sa¬ 
rah,”  said  he,  “Sarah,  all’s  well,  all’s  well,  yes, 
George  Washington  is  sure  to  beat  the  British,  sure.” 
“What,  what’s  the  matter  with  thee,  Isaac,  thee 
seems  to  be  moved  about  something!”  replied  the 
startled  Sarah.  “Well,  what  if  I  am  moved ;  who 
would  not  be  moved  at  such  a  sight  as  I  have  seen 
to-day.”  “And  what  hast  thou  seen  Isaac  ?”  “Seen ! 
I’ve  seen  a  man  at  prayer  !  — -  in  the  woods,  George 
Washington  himself!  and  now,  I  say  just  what  I  have 
said,  all’s  well!  George  Washington  is  sure  to  beat 
the  British,  sure  /”  And  what  do  you  suppose,  my 
friends,  was  the  burden  of  that  prayer  ?  O !  the  great 
man’s  heart  yearned  for  his  poor,  bleeding,  starving 
remnant  of  an  army.  He  prayed  for  the  suffering 
bare-footed,  hungry  troops,  that  they  might  be  cloth¬ 
ed  and  fed.  He  prayed,  that  the  power  of  the  ene¬ 
my  might  be  broken.  He  invoked  the  interference 
of  Divine  Providence  in  the  cause  of  humanity 
against  oppression.  And  how  did  he  close  that  pray¬ 
er  ?  Did  he  turn  his  face  towards  Mecca,  and  ex¬ 
claim,  “Allah  Acbar”  ?  or  did  he  look  towards  Jeru¬ 
salem,  and  deny  the  Lord  that  bought  him  ?  No  ! 
That  was  a  Christian  prayer,  and  it  was  answered 
through  the  mediation  of  the  Author  of  Christianity 
—  answered  in  the  success  of  the  heroes  of ’76,  and 
in  the  establishment  of  this  free,  enlightened  Govern- 
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merit.  And  shall  a  State  thus  founded,  when  it  has 

become  prosperous  and  powerful,  repudiate  him  on 

whom  it  called  for  help,  in  the  hour  of  distress,  and 

shall  it  equalize  his  religion,  and  bring  it  on  a  par 

with  those  that  heap  contempt  upon  his  name  ?  May 

such  vile  ingratitude  never,  never  mar  our  Nation’s 

glory  !  Washington  never  could  have  entertained 

such  a  thought.  Fie  says,  “  Of  all  the  dispositions 

and  habits  that  lead  to  political  prosperity,  religion 

and  morality  are  indispensible  supports.  In  vain 

would  that  man  claim  the  tribute  of  patriotism,  who 

should  labor  to  subvert  these  great  pillars  of  human 

happiness,  these  firmest  props  of  the  duties  of  men 

and  citizens.  The  mere  politician ,  equally  with  the 

pious  man,  ought  to  respect  and  cherish  them.” 

% 

“Let  it  be  simply  asked,  where  is  the  security  for 
property,  for  reputation,  for  life,  if  the  sense  of  reli¬ 
gious  obligation  desert  the  oaths,  which  are  the  in¬ 
struments  of  investigation  in  courts  of  justice  ?” 
“Reason  and  experience  both  forbid  us  to  expect, 
that  national  morality  can  prevail  in  exclusion  of  re¬ 
ligious  principle.”  When  he  took  his  seat  as  the  first 
President  of  the  United  States,  he  says,  “It  would 
be  peculiarly  improper,  to  omit  in  this  first  official 
act,  my  fervent  supplication  to  that  Almighty  Being, 
who  rules  over  the  Universe,  and  presides  in  the 
Councils  of  Nations,”  and  then  adds,  “In  tendering 
this  homage  to  the  great  Author  of  every  public  and 
private  good,  I  assure  myself,  that  it  expresses  your 
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sentiments  not  less  than  my  own.  No  people  can  be 
bound  to  acknowledge  and  adore  the  invisible  hand, 
which  conducts  the  affairs  of  men,  more  than  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  We  ought  to  be  per¬ 
suaded,  that  the  propitious  smiles  of  Heaven  can  nev¬ 
er  be  expected  on  a  nation  that  disregards  the  eter¬ 
nal  rules  of  order  and  right,  which  heaven  itself  has 
ordained.’' 

The  example  and  testimony  of  Franklin  is  no  less 
powerful,  and  to  the  point,  than  that  of  Washington. 
When  the  Convention  of  delegates,  appointed  to 
form  a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  met  in  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  their  deliberations  were  dis¬ 
tracted,  and  much  bitter  feeling  was  manifested,  in¬ 
somuch,  that,  for  some  time,  no  progress  was  made 
in  the  work  for  which  they  had  assembled.  Amid 
this  confusion  of  discordant  elements,  Dr.  Franklin 
addressed  the  Chair  to  the  following  effect:  He 
pointed  to  five  long  weeks’  labor,  and  no  result,  to 
the  sources  to  which  they  had  gone  for  assistance, 
and  to  the  cloud  of  darkness  that  seemed  to  be  im¬ 
pending,  and  then  asked,  why  it  was,  that  they  had 
not  once  thought  of  applying  to  the  Father  of  lights, 
to  illuminate  their  understandings  ?  “In  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  contest  with  Britain,”  said  he,  “when  we 
were  sensible  of  our  danger,  we  had  daily  prayers 
in  this  room  for  Divine  protection.  Our  prayers,  Sir, 
were  heard,  and  they  were  graciously  answered.  And 
have  we  now  forgotten  that  powerful  Friend  ?  or  do 


we  imagine,  that  we  no  longer  need  his  assistance, 
I  have  lived,  Sir,  a  long  time,  and  the  longer  I  live, 
the  more  convincing  proofs  I  see  of  this  truth,  that 
God  governs  in  the  affairs  of  men.  And  if  a  spar¬ 
row  cannot  fall  to  the  ground  without  his  notice,  is 
it  probable,  that  an  empire  can  rise  without  his  aid  ? 
4  Except  the  Lord  build  the  house,  they  labor  in  vain 
who  build  it.’  I  firmly  believe  this,  and  I  also  be¬ 
lieve,  that  without  His  concurring  aid,  we  shall  suc¬ 
ceed  in  this  political  building,  no  better  than  the 
builders  of  Babel.”  At  his  suggestion,  daily,  Chris¬ 
tian  prayers  were  offered  in  the  assembly,  for  Divine 
guidance. 

Daniel  Webster,  in  a  speech  in  which  a  part  of  his 
object  was,  to  prove,  that  this  is  a  Christian  nation, 
says,  “At  the  meeting  of  the  first  Congress,  there 
was  a  doubt  in  the  minds  of  many,  of  the  propriety 
of  opening  the  sessions  with  prayer,  and  the  reasons 
assigned,  were  the  great  diversity  of  opinion  and  re¬ 
ligious  belief.  At  length  Samuel  Adams,  with  his 
gray  hairs  hanging  about  his  shoulders,  rose  and  said, 
that  it  did  not  become  men,  professing  to  be  Chris¬ 
tian  men,  not  to  be  able  to  bow  the  knee  in  prayer 
to  the  Almighty.  Independent  as  he  was,  he  moved, 
that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duche,  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
address  the  Throne  of  Grace  in  prayer.  And  John 
Adams  says,  that  he  never  beheld  a  more  moving 
spectacle.  Mr.  Duche  read  the  Episcopal  service, 
and  then,  as  if  moved  by  the  occasion,  he  broke  out 
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in  extemporaneous  prayer.  And  those  men,  who 
were  just  then  about  to  resort  to  the  force  of  arms 
to  obtain  their  rights,  were  moved  to  tears,  and 
floods  of  tears  ran  down  the  cheeks  of  the  pacific 
Quakers,  who  formed  a  part  of  that  august  assem¬ 
bly.”  Does  that  look  like  forming  a  State  without 
religion,  or  without  declaring  it  in  favor  of  Chris¬ 
tianity?  Here  then,  we  have  Washington,  Frank¬ 
lin,  the  Adamses  —  these  and  such  as  these,  sup¬ 
porting  by  their  precept  and  example,  the  assertion, 
that  ours  is  a  Christian  country.  To  this  testimony, 
we  may  add,  that  of  the  best  and  wisest  jurists  who 
have  stood  in  our  Courts  of  justice,  with  Story  and 
Webster  at  their  head.  And  lastly,  we  have  the  pol¬ 
icy  of  our  country,  from  the  beginning  until  now, 
bearing  its  incontrovertible  testimony  in  the  same 
direction.  Judge  Story  says,  that,  “Christianity  is  a 
part  of  our  common  law,”  and  I  can  point  to  a  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  wherein 
are  a  dozen  arguments  to  show  the  same  truth.  Dan- 
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iel  Webster,  whose  soundness  of  judgment,  no  one 
will  have  the  hardihood  to  gainsay,  says,  “The  Chris¬ 
tian  religion  in  its  general  principles,  must  ever  be  re¬ 
garded  among  us  as  the  foundation  of  civil  society.” 

Our  liberty  and  prosperity,  and  all  our  civil  rights 
are  preserved  in  this  country,  by  a  system  of  oaths, 
as  practiced  in  our  Courts  of  Justice.  This  system 
of  oaths  is  founded  on  Christianity.  One  form  of 
Oath  involves  directlv  the  use  of  that  blessed  book. 
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whose  sole  object  it  is,  to  teach  Christianity,  and  the 
validity  of  the  others,  depends  upon  a  belief  in  the 
leading  doctrines  and  sanctions  of  that  same  book. 
“In  no  case  is  a  man  allowed  to  be  a  witness,  that 
has  no  belief  in  future  reward  and  punishment  for 
virtues  and  vices.”  Here  then,  both  the  Constitu¬ 
tion,  and  the  administration  of  justice,  acknowledge 
Christianity  to  be  the  religion  of  the  country.  The 
Constitution  requires,  that  the  President  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  be  inducted  into  his  office  by  oath  or  af¬ 
firmation,  and  every  magistrate  in  the  land,  is  cloth¬ 
ed  with  official  power  in  the  same  way.  Is  it  not 
folly  to  say,  that  we  have  a  State  without  religion  ? 
Is  it  possible  that  a  country  can  be  without  religion, 
wherein  the  Bible  is  the  instrument  of  justice,  and 
the  sacred  name  of  its  Author  protected  by  law, 
from  the  blasphemy  of  the  wicked  ? 

But  there  is  an  evidence  which  is  still  more  con¬ 
clusive.  We  refer  to  the  respect  given  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Sabbath.  In  the  7th  Sec.  of  Art.  1st,  of  the 
Constitution,  special  provision  is  made  for  the  obser¬ 
vance  of  Sunday ,  where  it  is  said,  that  a  bill  to  be 
vetoed  by  the  President,  must  be  returned  within  ten 
days,  (Sundays  excepted).  Congress  has  likewise 
passed  laws  regarding  this  institution  of  Christianity, 
both  in  legislating  for  the  territories,  and  respecting 
the  Post  Office  department,  and  the  army.  Besides, 
it  has  been  the  uniform  custom  of  our  National  Le¬ 
gislature.  to  observe  the  dav  in  its  own  sessions. 
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Here  the  Christian  religion  is  singled  out  and  distin - 
guished  from  all  others.  For  what  other  observes 
the  first  day  of  the  week  as  a  sacred  day  of  rest? 
The  caviler  may  say,  that  other  religions  may  fur¬ 
nish  the  foundation  of  an  oath,  and  that  the  Jew 
and  the  Mohammedan  would  punish  blasphemy,  but 
what  can  he  say  about  the  observance  of  Sunday, 
which  is  a  stink  in  the  nostril  of  the  Jew,  and  an 
abomination  to  all  other  religions  ?  Whatever  cor- 
rupt  politicians  may  say,  with  regard  to  the  religion 
of  our  country,  and  however  much  they  may  attempt 
to  wrest  it  from  its  original  position,  it  nevertheless 

stands  committed.  In  reverencing  this  Sabbath  in- 

© 

stitution  of  Christianity,  our  Government  bows  the 
knee  to  David's  Lord,  who  is  Lord  also  of  the  Sab¬ 
bath  —  it  worships  Him  who  burst  the  bands  of 
death,  and  early  on  the  first  day  of  the  week  arose 
from  the  tomb.  In  1776  the  Congress  then  in  ses- 
sion,  proclaimed  a  general  fast,  and  the  people  were 
entreated  to  pray  to  God  for  his  protection,  “through 
the  merits  and  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ/’  And  a 
few  years  ago,  at  the  call  of  Congress,  the  prayer 
went  up  from  ten  thousand  hearts  with  trembling 
faith  in  the  atonement  of  the  Author  of  Christiani¬ 
ty  :  “Save  O  Lord,  save  us  from  the  pestilence  that 
stalketh  abroad  in  darkness,  and  the  destruction  that 
wasteth  at  noon-day.*’  That  prayer  was  heard,  and 
the  curse  was  removed.  And  does  the  Nation  now 
refuse  to  support  and  acknowledge  that  religion,  in 
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which  it  found  consolation  and  help  in  time  of  dis¬ 
tress  ?  May  the  Powers  above  save  it  from  ingrati¬ 
tude,  so  utterly  base  and  unearthly !  “Do  ye  thus 
requite  the  Lord,  O  foolish  people,  and  unwise  ?  Is 
not  He  thy  father  that  hath  bought  thee  ?  Hath  He 
not  made  thee  and  established  thee  ?  Remember 
the  days  of  old,  consider  the  years  of  many  genera¬ 
tions,  ask  thy  father,  and  he  will  show  thee,  thy  el¬ 
ders,  and  they  will  tell  thee.”  When  the  Most  High 
divided  the  nations  their  inheritance,  He  found  us 
in  a  desert  land,  and  in  the  waste  howling  wilder¬ 
ness.  He  led  us  about,  He  instructed  us,  He  kept  us 
as  the  apple  of  His  eye.  As  an  eagle  stirreth  up 
her  nest,  fluttereth  over  her  young,  spreadeth  abroad 
her  wings,  taketh  them,  beareth  them  on  her  wings, 
so  the  Lord  alone  did  lead  us,  and  there  was  no 
strange  god  with  us.  He  made  us  to  ride  on  the 
high  places  of  the  earth,  that  we  might  eat  the  in¬ 
crease  of  the  fields,  and  He  made  us  to  suck  honey 
out  of  the  rock,  and  oil  out  of  the  flinty  rock,  butter 
of  kine,  and  milk-sheep  with  the  fat  of  rams  of  the 
breed  of  Bashan,  and  goats  with  the  kidneys  of 
wheat,  and  we  drank  the  pure  blood  of  the  grape. 
And  now  after  all  this,  must  Jeshurun  needs  wax  fat 
and  kick  ?  After  he  has  waxen  fat,  and  grown  thick, 
and  covered  with  fatness,  must  he  needs  forsake  the 
God  that  made  him,  and  lightly  esteem  the  Rock  of 
his  salvation  ?  Must  we,  must  ice  be  a  State  with¬ 
out  religion?  No!  no!  no!  The  descendants  of 
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the  Pilgrims,  the  Sons  of  the  heroes  of  ‘76,  the 
great  mass  of  the  virtuous  patriots  that  people  this 
vast  country,  never  can,  never  icill  receive  this  dog¬ 
ma  as  the  immaculate  conception  of  an  unbiased  and 
patriotic  mind.  We  have  a  religion,  and  that  reli¬ 
gion  is  Christianity.  Not  intolerant  and  proscriptive 
Christianity,  if  we  may  so  abuse  the  name  of  Chris¬ 
tian.  Not  that  Christianity,  which  hunts  the  lion  of 
heresy,  nor  that,  which  persecutes  with  fire  and 
sword,  and  leaves  death,  desolation,  destruction  and 
blood  in  its  wake.  Not  that  Christianity,  which  sits 
in  judgment  on  the  consciences  of  men,  and  exalts 
its  tribunals  above  everything  that  is  called  God,  or 
that  is  worshiped,  so  that  as  God,  it  sits  in  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  God,  showing  itself  that  it  is  God.  But  it  is 
that  same  Christianity  which  was  spoken  of  by  the 
Prophets,  and  first  proclaimed  in  Bethlehem,  of  Ju¬ 
dea,  while  the  Morning  Stars  sang  together,  and  the 
celestial  choir  chanted  the  joyous  anthem,  “Peace 
on  earth,  and  good  will  to  men.”  It  is  that  Christi¬ 
anity  which  is  “first  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle,  ea¬ 
sy  to  be  entreated,  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits, 
without  partiality,  and  without  hypocrisy,”  that 
Christianity  which  produces  in  its  votaries  love,  joy, 
peace,  long-suffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith, 
meekness,  temperance,  which  suffereth  long,  and  is 
kind,  envieth  not,  vaunteth  not  itself,  is  not  puffed 
up,  doth  not  behave  unseemly,  is  not  easily  pro¬ 
voked,  thinketh  no  evil,  rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity,  but 


24 


rejoiceth  m  tlie  truth,  beareth  all  things,  believeth 
all  things,  hopeth  all  things,  endureth  all  things. 
This  is  the  religion  of  our  country.  The  preserva¬ 
tion  of  this,  is  one  of  the  chief  ends  of  our  Govern¬ 
ment.  This  is  the  palladium  of  our  liberty  and  safe¬ 
ty.  For  its  preservation,  it  is  not  only  the  privilege 
of  every  Christian  citizen  to  labor,  but  it  is  his 

bounden  and  heaven-imposed  obligation,  to  protect 
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it,  by  all  just  and  lawful  means.  It  is  the  ark  of  the 
Covenant,  committed  to  the  keeping  of  our  fathers, 
in  the  wilderness.  It  was  this,  that  went  before  our 
armies  to  battle,  and  by  its  power  they  conquered  as 
they  went.  The  hosts  of  the  aliens  fled  before  it  like 
chaff  before  the  driving  wind.  By  its  magic  power 
the  tree  of  liberty  struck  deep  its  roots  into  the  soil 
of  freedom,  and  now  millions  of  happy  beings  re¬ 
cline  under  its  genial  and  perennial  shade.  The  sa¬ 
cred  temple  of  Equal  Rights  and  Privileges  arose  in 
massive,  grand  and  beautiful  proportions,  and  in  the 
most  holy  place  of  that  sacred  temple  is  deposited 
the  ark  of  the  Covenant.  And  there  let  no  Gentile 
hand  pollute  it.  He  shall  dwell  in  the  land,  and  eat 
of  all  its  fullness,  but  let  him  not  touch  the  ark ,  lest 
he  die.  Dagon  may  stand  while  he  stands  at  a  dis¬ 
tance,  but  when  men  would  equalize  him  with  the 
Ark  of  the  Lord,  he  must  fall  on  his  face  to  the 
ground.  The  Christian  religion  is  the  foundation  of 
the  law  of  the  Land.  The  powers  that  be,  are  or¬ 
dained  of  God. 


